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Instructions to candidates

1. The rules for the conduct of Western Australian external examinations are detailed in  
 the Year 12 Information Handbook 2012. Sitting this examination implies that you agree  
 to abide by these rules.

2. Write your answers to each section in the Standard Answer Book.

3.	 You	must	be	careful	to	confine	your	responses	to	the	specific	questions	asked	and	to	
follow	any	instructions	that	are	specific	to	a	particular	question.	If	you	fail	to	comply	you	
will be penalised.

Stage 2 text types

In	Section	One:	Reading,	and	Section	Three:	Viewing,	where	textual	references	are	required	for	 
responses, candidates must make primary reference to text types drawn from the list below. 
They can also make reference to other text types.

Stage 2 Written: novel, short story, discursive and didactic essays including 
feature articles, autobiography and/or biography, workplace texts,  
websites, song lyrics/poetry, still images associated with written texts, 
advertisements

Visual:	film,	television	programs,	advertisements,	oral	texts,	websites,	still	
images

In	Section	Two:	Writing,	in	questions	that	require	reference	to	texts	studied,	candidates	may	
make primary reference to any text or text type that they have studied that is relevant to their 
response.

Structure of this paper

Section

Section One:
Reading

Section Two: 
Writing

Section Three:
Viewing

Number of 
questions	
available

2

6

2

Number of 
questions	to	
be answered

2

1

1

Suggested 
working time 

(minutes)

60 

60

60 

Marks  
available

30

30

30

Total

Percentage 
of total exam

33.33

33.33

33.33

100
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Section One: Reading 33.33% (30 Marks)

In this section there is one text and there are two questions.	Answer	both	questions.

Question	1	requires	reference	to	texts	you	have	studied;	you	must	make	primary	reference	to	at 
least one of the written text types listed for Stage 2 units. You may also make reference to 
other text types.

Suggested working time: 60 minutes.

Question 1  (15 marks)

Explain how your reading this year has helped you to engage with ideas. Make reference to at 
least one written text that you have studied. You must not make reference to the text below.

Question 2  (15 marks)

Explain how your understanding of the world presented in the text below is shaped by the 
convention of setting.

This text is an edited excerpt from the novel Sixteen Shades of Crazy by Rachel Trezise, 
published in 2010. It is set in a small town in Wales, in the United Kingdom.

On Fridays the village smelled like chip fat, smog clouds from the deep-fat fryers oozing from 
kitchen windows. Ellie was at home, in Gwendolyn Street, a terrace house overlooking the rest 
of	Aberalaw.	From	her	bay	window	she	could	see	past	the	terraces	in	front,	down	to	the	square	
and the statue in the centre. A couple of pear-shaped women were unpegging their 
faded bedclothes from the washing lines, the men driving from the electronic factories on 
Pengoes Industrial Estate to the Pump House or the Labour Club. Her living room was bare, 
save	for	Andy’s	huge	television.	The	fitted	carpet	had	been	a	fixture	since	1973;	floral	swirls	
bursting	into	explosions	of	satsuma	and	chocolate-brown	every	few	square	metres.	The	satinette	
sofa was covered with a cream linen throw-over, but it continually slipped away, revealing 
patches of mauve and royal blue. The block colour thinned the oxygen, made the atmosphere 
seem	perpetually	constipated.	Buying	expensive	things	for	a	rental	property	was	negative	equity,	
Andy said.

She	was	flicking	through	a	copy	of	the	New Musical Express	when	he	came	in;	she	was	skim-
reading stories about bands less talented than Andy’s, written by journalists less talented than 
her. He stripped down to his denim cut-offs and T-shirt, left his paint-stained overall on the 
floor.	He	went	straight	to	the	tiny	kitchen	to	wash	his	hands	with	antibacterial	soap.	Ellie	put	the	
magazine down and followed him. She sat on the chipboard worktop. ‘Good day was it?’ she 
said.

‘Not	bad,	babe.’	He	whipped	the	tea	towel	from	its	handle	and	scraped	his	fingers	in	it,	his	skin	
pink with toil and hot water. He and Marc had laboured at his father’s decorating company since 
they were 15 and 16 years old. They probably always would.

‘It’s Friday,’ she said cheerfully, trying to alert him to the onset of the weekend. But Andy’d 
always exercised a dreadful Puritan work ethic. He didn’t like drinking all that much.

For copyright reasons the excerpt cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.



STAGE 2ENGLISH                                                            4

See next page

Andy pretended he hadn’t heard her. He opened the fridge, unleashing the sweet stench of 
decaying food. He picked a lettuce up by its unopened packaging and tossed it in the swing-
top. He took the potatoes out of a plastic grocery bag and began to peel and cut, his blue eyes 
squinting	at	the	stabs	of	the	vegetable	knife,	his	tongue	poked	out	in	application,	the	starchy	
water	sloshing	out	of	the	basin	and	landing	on	the	floor	tiles	around	his	bare	feet.	An	abnormally	
big bumblebee hurtled against the window, hit the pane with a thud, then dropped out of view.

The couple ate their dinner in the living room, at either end of the sofa. Andy was watching 
a	rugby	match,	knife-handle	seized	in	his	curled	fingers,	head	tilted	towards	the	television;	
a physical mannerism he’d inherited from his father. Moving images hypnotised him. 
Commentators spoke to him in a seductive language that left him deaf to live words. 
Occasionally	he	looked	away,	hurriedly	piled	a	handful	of	chips	into	a	slice	of	bread	and	quickly	
gnawed at the sandwich, the grease collecting in the crooks of his mouth. At the sound of the 
half-time whistle, he turned to look at Ellie.

‘Now	that	I’m	home,’	he	said,	pausing	to	ensure	he’d	got	her	attention,	‘we	should	fix	a	date	for	
the wedding.’ He folded a piece of bread in half and mopped the egg yolk up from his plate.

End of Section One

For copyright reasons the excerpt cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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Section Two: Writing 33.33% (30 Marks)

In this section there are six	questions.	Respond	to	one of	the	six	questions.

Your response should demonstrate

● a clear sense of purpose, context and audience appropriate to the topic.
● conventions of a genre appropriate to the topic.
● use of tone, vocabulary, punctuation, spelling, syntax and paragraphing appropriate to 
 the topic.
● content appropriate to the topic.

Where	a	question	requires	reference	to	texts	you	have	studied,	you	may	make	primary	reference	
to	any	text	or	text	type	that	you	have	studied.	Where	a	question	does	not	require	reference	to	
texts studied but you wish to refer to a text, you may use any text of your choice.

Suggested working time: 60 minutes.

Question 3  (30 marks)

The people or characters within a text make the meanings come alive.

Discuss this statement with reference to at least one text you have studied. 

Question 4  (30 marks)

The impact of autobiography comes from choosing the right experience to convey the strengths 
and/or weaknesses of the writer’s personality.

Write about an experience that tells of your own strengths and/or weaknesses. 

Question 5  (30 marks)

What we view affects us more powerfully than what we read.

Explore this statement with reference to at least one text you have studied.

Question 6  (30 marks)

Explain how at least one text that you have studied has helped you to understand relationships 
between human beings.

Question 7  (30 marks)

Many	influential	texts	have	been	written	around	a	single,	simple	idea	such	as	‘I	have	a	dream’,	
or ‘Yes, we can’. 

Using	a	single,	simple	idea	that	has	significance	to	you,	write	a	text	to	influence	an	audience.
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End of Section Two

Question 8  (30 marks)

Use the image below, with its setting and character/s, as a starting point for a piece of narrative 
writing.

For copyright reasons the image cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.



STAGE 2                                                             7                              ENGLISH

See next page

This page has been left blank intentionally



STAGE 2ENGLISH                                                            8

See next page

Section Three: Viewing 33.33% (30 Marks)

In this section there are two images and two	questions.	

Choose only one	question	and	answer	both	parts	(a)	and	(b)	of	the	question.

Where	a	question	requires	reference	to	texts	you	have	studied,	you	must	make	primary	
reference to at least one of the visual text types listed for Stage 2 units. You may also make 
reference to other text types. 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes.

Question 9  (30 marks)

Image 1 is a black-and-white copy of a photograph taken from the photo essay Siberian 
Supermodels by Anastasia Taylor-Lind. The accompanying caption reads: ‘Eighteen-year-old 
Nastya Karzan is worked on by a team of make-up artists and hair stylists backstage at London 
Fashion Week’.

(a) How do visual conventions encourage you to respond to Image 1? (15 marks)

(b) Explain how at least one	visual	text	you	have	studied	represents	unequal	power	between	
groups or individuals. Do not refer to Images 1 or 2. (15 marks)

For copyright reasons the image cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document,
but may be viewed at

http://viiphoto.wg.picturemaxx.com/id/00114888.
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Question 10 (30 marks)

Image 2 is	a	black-and-white	copy	of	a	poster	promoting	a	2009–10	competition Advance 
Australia Dare, which asked Australians to showcase their ability to sing a verse of the Australian 
National Anthem.

(a) How are visual conventions used in Image 2 to encourage the viewer’s participation?
   (15 marks)

(b) Explain how the representation of people is used to convey ideas in at least one visual 
text that you have studied. Do not refer to Images 1 or 2. (15 marks)

End of questions
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